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say sunrise
 say sūryōdaya



“While drawing, the women´s faces light up and 
  their emotions and divine gifts are coming alive.”

Sr. Lucy Kurien
Founder and Director of Maher



Sūryōdaya means sunrise in Marathi, the language of the Indian state of 
Maharashtra. It is there that Sister Lucy Kurien founded her first home 
for women who were victims of abuse and trauma in 1997.  
The institution MAHER (Marathi for “House of Mothers,” in the sense 
of “a home”), is now an UN-registered NGO. Today, it operates around 
70 interfaith homes for people in need and those seeking protection 
across India.

During my visits to several MAHER homes in Maharashtra, I invited 
the women living there to draw with me in the mornings after sunrise. 
These were light-filled, joyful hours we spent together.

For this volume in the “duett” series, the artist Alja Piry has woven a 
selection of the drawings I brought back from India into a delicate, 
poetic narrative. It reflects the magic of drawing and invites us to trace 
the essence of the creative moment as we read.

Kristiane Petersmann
Editor

















3/Duett is the third installment in a 
series of publications that combines 
art created by people with special 
needs with texts by writers.

The drawings in this volume are to 
be understood as a collective work by 
the women of Maher. The selection, 
compilation, and accompanying text 
were created by the artist Alja Piry.
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